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The Importance of School Curriculum in “South Africa”
in changing from Racism into Democracy
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May, 2003

Abstract. Having witnessed the foundation of mere Democracy late of 1990 of the
20" century in “South Africa”, the State started searching for a new stamp that
unifies the whole people regardless racial boundaries what so ever. Hence. education
was the most important means that was adapted by the government to change the
human and developing targets.

This study is an approach that explains evidently the outstanding role of

South African curriculum in helping the learner understand the nature of change that
created upon society owing to version from discrimination nto hiberty  and
democracy; doing with the changes in the conventions. tradiions. morals and
various behavior patterns.
However. this study tries to do this through knowing the important educational
purposes stated in the developed curriculum in South Africa. As well as the of
curriculum in general, in having such goals, particularly the role of “Culture and
Arts” and “Social Sciences™- in addition to the most vital social values stated in
school curriculum in South Africa.

This has been resulting in emphasizing the importance of handling the past
problems by the Constitution of South Africa and building up a society of
democracy, and social justice and human rights, since they are considered as the
most important factors of change and development in the educational curriculum.

However, the documents of “Culture and arts™ and “*Social studies” which
were our references, encourage the students to gain comprehensive knowledge that
stamps the country, and understand such variations including culture and religion as
well as the racial differences resulted in. Hence, all these serve indirectly the
educational goals stated in the constitution. By the way, it’s quite evident that there
is a will to put on end to discrimination and to attest the path and originality of the
document of Culture and Arts. This can be Achieved through developing the
standard of cooperation, group work, respect of others” values, estimating their arts.
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and emphasis the importance of national culture in unifying the nation and building
a democratic united country.

On the other hand, the document of social sciences attests the positive role
of the social subjects in serving the ultimate goals of the South Africa such as:
helping in strengthening patriot ship. democratic principles, as well as knowing the
causes of political and environmental struggles in the past and present and
encouraging peace, avoiding dangerous effects of its use in solving different
struggles.

As a result of the theoretical background of such a study and answering its
questions, we know evidently the social okayed values in South Africa which was
reflected in modeling the educational curmiculum in that country. The most important
ones that well reflected in the field of education. such as: liberty. democracy,
equality and work respect.
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